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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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 “Daddy, can we keep it?”  It’s a question that will strike fear into 

any sober man’s heart.  The instantly beloved “it” in question is invaria-

bly ugly, sick, hungry, abandoned and covered with mange, ick, or a vari-

ety of other exotic parasites along for the ride. 

 

 Candy had a garden center on a corner with a minimum annual 

five-dog, two-cat, turnover.  Dog hoboes would leave marks indicating 

food at this location.  Solutions to this problem were evasive.  The dog 

pound or SPCA is pretty much a death sentence.  The Bill Gates fortune 

couldn’t afford the vet bills for appropriate pet care.  So they hang out 

and eat and succumb eventually to the natural selection of speeding cars 

or bigger dogs.  I’ve done the obsequies and burials of a many. 

 

 Some are just too mean, intractable or rambunctious to keep 

around.  There was one beautiful Great Dane mix that I could have been 

coerced into liking, but he absolutely would not accept the fact that I was 

Alpha.  He outweighed Willy by 5 pounds and when Willy got his sand-

wich out for lunch, the dog chased him until I threw a piece of chicken in 

the car and jumped in behind him.  We then took a ride to a distant farm 

where I knew the farmer would take care of him. 
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 I learned that trick when I was 10.  I had a huge boar named 

Snowball (a tip of the hat to Animal Farm), eight sows and 70-80 piglets 

twice a year for which I was responsible, to feed and water, and make 

sure they stayed in a pen.  I knew each one personally, having midwifed 

them as they came out of the mama sow.  I saw that they got to safety 

and food at birth. 

 

 The hardest part was keeping them penned. They were smarter 

than Houdini at the art of escape. Then I’d have a couple of acres of pigs 

marauding through the barnyard, banging the kitchen door and rooting up 

wild asparagus on the New Gottland township road. 

 

 One of the pigs’ favorite treats was day-old cinnamon rolls.   

Lawrence, a dear family friend, was the baker at the City Bakery and he 

gave us shopping bags full of rolls.  I kept  ‘em in a tin bucket, ‘cause it 

rattled and the pigs knew the sound of food. 

 

 When they breached their confinement, I’d open the barn door, 

traipse 200 yards back to the house, get my bucket o’rolls and commence 

to rattlin’.  There’d be a moment of silence, then inquisitive snuffling, 

grunting and squealing and then the sound of pigs in full gallop.  I’m run-

ning for my life with that bucket, full tilt for the barn door and when I get 

there I sling it as far into the barn as I can and hide behind the door.  

When they all get in, I slam it.  Ha.  Gotcha. 

 

 And my Dad, Andy, is laughing and saying, “Boy, you work too 

hard when you run, you gotta shift gears and glide!”  I’ve got big prob-

lems and he’s commenting on my running style like maybe I’ll be the 

next Jim Thorpe. 

 

 “Dad … I was still accelerating and didn’t have time to shift 

gears.  You didn’t have 8,000 pounds of omnivorous bacon chasing 

you!” 
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Cats gained a foothold in Candy’s corner ecology.  Rats didn’t 

fare so well.  The cats weren’t really hungry so they just ate the brains.  

Tinkerbell says, “Here Spook (burp), you can have the rest.” Spooky 

says, “Thanks anyway, the head always tastes best.” 
 

Possums are on the upswing and looking pretty healthy.  

Josh asked, “Can we keep it?” 

I said, “You stand there and catch it when I run it your way.” 

Both of ‘em raced for the front door in abject terror. 

We caught eight and took them to school to the chagrin of  

Principal Beringer. Then we released them behind Jack In the Box. 
 

One year saw the true dawning of the “Age of Aquariums.” We 

had three small aquariums holding close to a hundred fish.  The guppy 

tank had taken seriously the biblical injunction concerning fruitfulness 

and multiplication. 
 

When we began with the fish (“Oh, Daddy, they’re so cute.  Can 

we keep them?”), we had negative knowledge of how to handle fish or 

aquariums and as a result we committed major ichthyocide for about a 

month.  I bought two precious little clown knifes about 3 inches long 

with the cute little spots on the tail.  They commenced to eating every-

thing except a swift little cichlid and a honcho-mama parrotfish who ele-

vated the menacing glare to a fine art.  All of a sudden the clown knifes 

are 9 inches long and eating 25 rosy red feeders a day.  Then I see a 

clown knife in the Moody Gardens fresh water tank at the bottom of the 

rainforest.  It’s 3 feet long.  Oops.  Subsequent research pointed out that 

this Mekong River Delta native grows to 4 feet at which point you can 

feed it live chicks and baby water buffalo.  So now we need a larger tank. 
 

Shane, being the savvy shopper that he is, had learned to scan 

through the want ads for large cheap fish tanks.  When I was his age the 

only thing in the newspaper that interested me was the comics so I am 

kind of nonplussed by a child buried in Chronicle want ads. 
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So on Transfiguration Sunday, suddenly from deep within the pile 

of want ads I hear, “Oh, Daddy, puhlease can we get it?” 
 

“Get what, son?” 
 

“There’s a GIRAFFE for sale here, can we get it please? (Maybe 

they could help me trim the trees.) 
 

“How much they want for it, kid?” 
 

“What’s $35K mean, Daddy?” 
 

“How much is a turtle, boy?” 
 

“I don’t know, but a zebra’s only $6500.00?” 
 

I can see where this is going.  We’re headed for a negotiated    

settlement on an aquarium in merely the hundreds of dollars range.   
 

Josh says, “I want a bird, I want a bird!” 
 

About this time a starving long-haired black cat with suppurating 

hairless patches, a balefully empty eye socket, and a yowl that would 

make a hellhound tuck tail, limps up to the food dish at the nursery, and 

you know what the next words spoken are, don’t you?  Five words that 

makes every parent cringe:  “Daddy, can we keep it?” 
 

You want to holler, “YUK, NO WAY,” but how can you veto a 

child’s concern and pity and care?  “But it’s beautiful,” they both say in 

unison of this bedraggled and forsaken creature, horribly sick and defi-

nitely hungry, looks like it hit every branch falling out of the ugly tree. 
 

 I’d be upset, but I keep thinking of Transfiguration and I keep 

seeing Jesus standing in the middle of this messy wounded world, think-

ing that it’s beautiful and praying, “Daddy, can we keep it?” 

 

See you in worship, 

 

Rev. Jim Berggren 

Senior Pastor  
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 

AUGUST 18, 2013 
 

Present at the meeting were: Pastor Jim Berggren, Wayne Schaper, John 

Stokes, AIM Karen Davidson, Wendy Lambeth, Warren Schick, Mike 

Appling, Nancy Beamesderfer, Fredda Yurk, Suzan Cook. 

Arrived by 12:00 pm: Pastor Jhon Jairo Arroyave & Ernesto López 

Absent: Alvin Garza 
 

Coverage for Jim while he is out for surgery was discussed. 

Pastor Jim reported good breakfast at MAM. 

Plans undergoing for Thanksgiving & Advent services. 
 

Next council meeting will be on September 15th at 11:30 a.m. 
  

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Suzan Cook 

Secretary 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be gathering September 21. Please join us for 

good fellowship, good food and a lot of fun. Games will begin at 3:00 

p.m. and pot-luck supper will be served at 5:00 p.m. Our hostesses and 

host Charlotte and Bruce Jaster and Nancy Beamesderfer will provide 

dessert so please bring your favorite covered dish to share.                                                                     

Nancy Beamesderfer                                                                                                                 
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ALPHA & OMEGA 
 

The Alpha & Omega Neighborhood Circle 

will meet Sunday, September 8, 2013 

at 5:00 p.m. at the home of  

Wayne & Ruby Schaper,                            

2215 Greyburn, (713) 465-5206 
 

Lucy Candler 

2013 HCLC RUMMAGE SALE 
   

Friday, October 4 – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. 

and Saturday, October 5 – 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 

Set up will be Sunday, September 29, and during the week prior to the 

sale dates.  Donations needed are: clothes, shoes, purses, books, plants, 

household items (dishes, décor, linens, and furniture), collectibles,      

costume jewelry, toys, bake-sale items, and Christmas decorations.  Also 

needed are volunteers with trucks and strong backs to pick up and deliver 

heavy items to the church.   
 

Donations can be brought to the HCLC Family Life Center (gym) 

beginning Sunday, September 29 and  

ending at noon on Wednesday, October 2.   
 

Please call Amy Schomburg, Rummage Sale Chairperson, at (713) 462-

5164 or (713) 725-2283 (cell phone) to volunteer to help with the rum-

mage sale in ANY capacity.  If you have never helped with the rummage 

sale, it is a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow members of Holy 

Cross.  
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WELCA RETREAT 
 

OCTOBER 26, 2013 
 

The plans for a Retreat are really coming together! If you don't know just 

how wonderful our women of HCLC are, you really need to come to this 

Retreat!  You will be refreshed, renewed, re-energized and recommitted 

to serving our most miraculous God! 
 

We have a bus reserved and how many sign up to travel by bus will de-

termine the cost but it will be less than $30 for a day of love, learning and 

listening to the voice of God! 
 

Please set aside this date now and look for additional information at sign 

–up tables in the atrium, your circles, the general WELCA meeting 

(September 7) and by temple talks and word of mouth.   
 

You need this - YOU deserve this - YOU will be glad you came!         

 

 

WELCA Board 

 

WELCA GENERAL MEETING 
 

WELCA General Meeting will be on September 7, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Annex.  We have several items on the Agenda to discuss such as 

budget, retreat, and rummage sale. 

Our speaker for this meeting will be Martha Macris of MAM.  She will 

discuss the many services MAM provides. Lunch will be served by Deb-

orah Circle. 
 

WELCA Board 

 
… more from WELCA 
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What a September we're facing!  The kids are returning to school, of 

course.  Oh, I remember with such fondness coming back to our country 

classroom after Labor Day, and inhaling the familiar smells of books and 

chalk and paint, and . . . 
 

And also we're well into our vaunted Hurricane Season, hoping that the 

“big one” doesn't head in our direction.  Do we stock up just in case?  Do 

we plan to be out of town?  Unfortunately we won't really know until the 

beast is on us. 
 

And so many of our church family are in need of our prayers for health 

crises:  Pastor Jim, Chris Wignes, Helen Jacob and her daughter, Sheldon 

Urwitz, LaVerne and Al Pivonka, John Allcorn's brother, and numerous 

others whose names may not have made the prayer chain but who are 

known to us to be in need. 
 

Yes, September will launch us into our Fall Season with all of it's certain-

ties and uncertainties.  But be it the challenges of new learning and new 

schoolmates or caring for our loved ones in all their needs, or the ever-

present challenge of being a Gulf Coast resident with all that entails 

(remember, we don't get rid of the heat and humidity any time soon) or 

the challenges of advancing age that many of us face, we could find our-

selves in a constant state of anxiety. 
 

But we don't have to do that.  We have “the solution,” as one of my fa-

vorite TV shows quotes.  Our solution is our faith in the strength and pro-

tection of our Savior.  And our faith in one another as God's soldiers, as 

His hands and feet, to bring His love and healing..  Let us of Stephen 

Ministry help you.  We're still here 
 

Have a blessed day. 

 

Marge Carroll — Stephen Ministry Coordinator 

SEPTEMBER 2013
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

GUILFOYLE, GLORIA 

(new address) 

5313 New Copeland Apt. # 6 

Tyler, TX  75703 
 

COOPER, ED  

(new email address)

ed.cooper.2007@att.net 

01 Melissa Storenski 

 Leslie Appling   

02 Sig Ellerman 

03 Angelica Rauda 

 05 Alma Laubenberg 

 Janis Vasut 

06 Jo Follis 

 Bert Hungerford 

 Jim Berggren 

 Jocelyn Ruiz 

07 Jose Gómez 

 Keyshawn Roberts 

08 Glendeen Roemer 

09 Lino Orellana 

 Claire Appling 

10 Mike Appling 

12 Will Byerly 

 Oscar Morales 

13  Laverne Pivonka 

14 Harriet Short 

 Yolanda Villegas 

  

18 Pat Boessling 

 Jay Byerly 

 Ricki Finstad 

19 Melina Martinez 

20 Sarah Allcorn 

22 Reyna Rauda 

23 Betty Valites 

 Mitchell Walton 

24 Juanita Villegas 

 Charlotte Jensen 

25 Norma Hines 

 Angie Eckermann 

26  Susan Giesecke 

 Fernando Arista 

27 Ken Polzin 

 Alan Hernández 

28 Sheldon Urwitz 

 Exie Hemphill 

 Sandra Williams 

 Eduardo Escamilla 

29 Michael Giesecke 

 Julio Navarro 

 Evan Neumann 

 
DIRECTORY ADDITION & CHANGES 
 

HUNGERFORD, BRIAN (SHITAL) 

NATASHA — 281-684-8996 

5111 Jerod Dr.—Houston, TX 77018 
 

 

VALITES, BETTY (new address) 

713-460-1701  

999 Kempwood # 203 — Houston, TX 77080 
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READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

SEPTEMBER 2013 

DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

 

09/01/2013 
Proverbs 

25:6-7 

112 Hebrews 

13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke  

4:1, 7-14 

 

09/08/2013 
Deuteronomy 

30:15-20 

1 Philemon 

1:21 

Luke 

14:25-33 

 

09/15/2013 
Exodus 

32:7-14 

51:1-10 I Timothy 

1:12-17 

Luke 

15:1-10 

 

09/22/2013 
Amos 

8:4-7 

113 I Timothy 

2:1-7 

Luke 

16:1-13 

 

09/29/2013 
Amos 

6:1a, 4-7 

146 I Timothy 

6:6-19 

Luke 

16:19-31 

AUGUST - 2013 

04   HCLC to the Glory of God 

11   Fredda Yurk 

18   Marilyn & Ted Flick 

25   Nancy Beamesderfer 

       Debbie & Alvin Garza 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

East Spring Branch Food Pantry is trying to schedule Saturday pick-

up at the Houston Food Bank a couple of Saturdays a month.  This is 

to supplement our pick-up on Thursday mornings.   
 

If you have a pick-up, SUV, or suburban, and are available occasion-

ally on a Saturday morning once a month from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. please call Mary White 281-799-6752. 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

JULY 2013 
 

English Services: 110 

Spanish Services:   83 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Sig Ellerman 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

Bill Alexander  

Laura Barrera 

Jim Berggren 

Ed Cooper 

Bernard Hansen 

Natalie Hansen 

Helen Jacob 

Carol Kirsch 

Alma Laubenberg 

John Massie 

Lois Massie 

Al Pivonka 

LaVerne Pivonka 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Glen Schwartz 

Kathleen Schwertlich 

Sheldon Urwitz 

José Vasquez 

Chris Wignes 
 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

JULY 2013    

  Receipts     $ 33,760.00        

                    Expenses      32,398.89 

                    Balance      $   1,361.11  
Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $ 227,032.85       

Expenditures year to date  …….        253,784.26 

Balance                           ……   < $  26,751.41 > 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 email :  jberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor  
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Matthew Coffey                               Choir Director 

Cathy Elijah    Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

(713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Suzan Cook                                             Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


